


Kent Life is a delightful and totally unique venue
set in 28 acres of beautiful rural surroundings -
the perfect setting for a romantic Kentish wedding
with a difference.

Everything you need all in one place.

One place to get married
One place for your reception
One place for your party
The one place is...
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Set in beautiful Kentish countryside, Kent Life’s 28 acres are home to
gardens, orchards and unique period buildings including a Victorian
Farmhouse, WWII Cottage, 1950’s home, original village hall, chapel, oast
houses, hop garden and many other traditional village farm
buildings. Kent Life is rich in tradition where you can discover the
vibrant history of the people who lived and worked in the Garden of
England over the past 150 years. Kent Life is now one of only a few
remaining places in Britain where hops are grown, harvested, dried and
packed by hand in the magnificent double oast house. Kent Life is also a
traditional heritage farm attraction, encompassing a wonderful farmyard
with a family of friendly animals, many of whom are reared on site; sheep
with their lambs, pigs with their piglets, cows with their calves.

For your younger guests - as well as ‘Cuddle Corner’ there is also an
outdoor adventure play area and an indoor soft play barn — plenty to amuse
your younger (and older!!) guests during your wedding day.

From the herb garden to the wedding orchard, from the love seat to the hop
garden, from the varied buildings to the farm animals on site, you will be
spoilt for choice for beautiful photography settings.




Wedding services at Kent Life are provided by Zest Creative Catering. The
team at Zest know that organising a wedding can be a daunting task and
with this in mind their experienced, dedicated Wedding Co-ordinator will be
delighted to assist you with your preparations. You will be guided through
the planning of every detail to enable you to sit back, relax and enjoy your
very special day.

On your wedding day, a member of Zest’s team will warmly welcome you
to Kent Life and be on hand to oversee your entire day, ably assisted by one
of their informal Toastmasters who will guide your guests effortlessly
through all the formalities.

Why get married at Kent Life?
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A beautiful unique Kentish setting.

Only one wedding per day.

Two or three function rooms for your
exclusive use.

Entrance to and use of all attractions for you
and your guests on the day.

Exclusive use of Kent Life grounds after 6pm.
Services of our wedding Co-ordinator and
team.

Your ceremony in either a traditional,
restored village hall or a fantastic old chapel
both situated on the village green.

Quality catering with a vast choice of
home-cooked menus.

No charge for children aged 0-4 years but
meal provided. Children aged 5-11 years are
charged at half the adult price.

Use of the whole site for photographs with
alternative rooms should weather conditions
prevent outdoor photography.

Free parking in VIP area for wedding guests.
Two hotels within a two minute walk.

A full licensed bar - at pub prices.

Easy motorway access.

An informal toastmaster.

Easy access by river boat (Kentish Lady)
to/from Maidstone’s Registry Office
(Archbishops Palace).

And importantly — no hidden costs!




Alternatively, for an extra charge, you can have your wedding ceremony in
our 19th century Old Wedding Chapel, which was originally built in
Cuxton in 1897 and was then moved to Kent Life and rebuilt in 2000. The
Chapel has now been deconsecrated and licensed for civil ceremonies and
can accommodate up to 80 guests.

Our wedding team will book your wedding ceremony on your behalf, all you
need to do is select the date and time you wish to get married. You can be
married seven days a week between gam and 5pm. A pack containing
everything you need to know for the ceremony will be sent by the
Maidstone Registry Team once they have received the initial paperwork
from our wedding team.

Please note that there will be a charge made to you by the Registry Office
to perform a Marriage Ceremony at Kent Life. However, if you book
the wedding package, Kent Life do not charge extra for you to be
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married on site.

Uecmbe Village Sl

Your wedding ceremony will be held in Ulcombe Village Hall,
an authentic village hall now situated within the beautiful grounds of
Kent Life and licensed to hold Civil Marriage and Partnership
Ceremonies accommodating up to 100 guests. The Village Hall is a ‘blank
canvas’ which you are welcome to decorate in whatever theme takes your
fancy. After the ceremony, your guests will join you on the
traditional ‘Village Green’ where you will be served drinks and canapés by
our attentive waitresses.




Your wedding breakfast is held in our beautiful Kentish Wagon Store,
complete with timber beams, which are decorated yearly with traditional
Kentish dried hops. The Wagon Store is a delightful room bathed in
natural light from the many windows flanking one wall, giving you a
perfect view overlooking the fantastic Wedding Orchard and Kent Life
grounds.

The Wagon Store is situated just across a small block-paved pathway from
the Village Hall, some of which is covered by a stunning fairylit pergola
which lights the way in the evenings. This whole area is enclosed by a
laurel hedgerow and rustic gate to give you that ‘exclusive’ feel during
the day.




The Wagon Store can accommodate up to 100 guests for your Wedding
Breakfast and there are a variety of room configurations and layouts
depending on numbers but we are happy to be as flexible as possible to
accommodate your requirements.

The Wagon Store is also a 'blank canvas' which you are free to decorate in
any way you wish although you may feel that this room should be left as it
is - simply stunning!

There is a sound system available to play your own background music or we
can supply the music for you and a wireless microphone for your speeches.
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During the evening you have use of both function rooms - Ulcombe Village Hall and
the Wagon Store where there is a maximum occupancy using both rooms of 200
guests. Your evening entertainment i.e. disco, band etc are free to set up in the Village
Hall whilst you are enjoying your wedding breakfast in the Wagon Store. There is
ample room on the Village Hall’s rustic wooden floor for dancing the night away to
your choice of entertainment with great acoustics and no fear of disturbing any
neighbours! There is a fully stocked licensed bar serving a good range of wines,
spirits, draught and bottle beer (all at pub prices).

During the evening your guests are free to wander between the two rooms — either to
dance the night away in the Village Hall or to chat to family and friends in the Wagon
Store whilst listening to your choice of background music. Your evening buffet is then
set up in the Wagon Store for you and your guests to enjoy.

The two rooms work perfectly together, especially for weddings, as not all guests wish
to be in the same room as the music all evening and with the Wagon Store close by they
are able to more easily chat amongst themselves while our waitresses are available to
provide that odd cup of tea during the evening.
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Chair Covers

We can supply beautiful white cotton fitted chair covers with a silk or satin
coloured sash of your choice for £3.50 per chair which can be booked at our final
wedding meeting where a colour chart for the sash will be available to view. Add
a fantastic 'wow' factor!

Bunting

Bespoke bunting can be hired or purchased for decoration in Ulcombe Village
Hall whether it be quirky or quaint, vintage or vibrant, subtle or striking - the
choice is yours. Ulcombe Village Hall is a wartime village hall and bunting looks
fantastic attached to the rafters. The price starts from £120 for hire of bunting
which includes decoration of the village hall and removal of the bunting after
your wedding.

Wedding Arch

There is a wrought iron arch in the village hall which is available, free of charge,
for you to decorate with flowers, ivy, fairylights (or whatever takes your fancy)
and is used during wedding ceremonies as a focal point in the room as this is

where you stand to be married. Arrival by Tractor and Trailer
We can also offer, free of charge, use of Kent Life’s tractor and trailer to bring the
Red Carpet bridal party from the entrance of the venue to the top of the site where the
We can supply a red carpet for use during your wedding ceremony which again, wedding area is situated. Great for unusual photos!
if required, is provided free of charge. This red carpet is positioned down the
centre of the room and ends at the wedding arch and makes a dramatic walkway Be Different
for that big moment!! To make your day totally unique and certainly unlike anywhere else, we can offer,
at certain times, organised entertainment such as piglet racing, pig football,
Vintage China Hire ferret racing, cuddle corner or use of our Tug Of War rope — all great fun!

For an additional charge we can supply beautiful floral vintage china tea-sets for
a ‘retro’ style wedding. Ask the Wedding Co-ordinator for further details.




Wedding services at Kent Life are provided by Zest Creative Catering, run by
experienced Chef David McInnes and his wife Joanne backed up by a team of
dedicated, smart, enthusiastic staff who will help to deliver your perfect day.
At Zest we know that nothing leaves a more lasting impression than excellent
cuisine which is why we use only the freshest local ingredients to produce the
very best food.

As you and your guests soak up the ambience that the surrounding attraction
provides, our Chefs will take pleasure in preparing your chosen menu.
We are totally flexible and menus can be arranged to suit your particular
requirements. The menus listed in this brochure are only suggestions and we are
perfectly happy to discuss any other ideas you may have for your wedding day -
for instance if you want something a little less formal why not swap the 5 course

meal for a lovely BBQ!

On a Friday and Saturday during peak wedding months,
there is a site hire fee payable of £999 for exclusive use of
the Wagon Store and Ulcombe Village Hall until midnight
(entertainment finishes at 11.30pm). However for a small
fee Kent Life can allow an extension on this time to 1am
(entertainment finishes at 12.30pm). On a Sunday to
Thursday or at any time during the quieter autumn/winter
months, this site hire is reduced to £499. If you wish to
hold your wedding ceremony in our Old Wedding Chapel,
there is an additional charge for this of £500 during the
peak summer months or £200 during the quieter winter
months.

Zest Creative Catering requires a minimum of 50
daytime adult guests. Our maximum numbers are 100 for
the wedding ceremony and wedding breakfast
followed by an additional 100 for the evening party.
We endeavour to be flexible and in certain
circumstances we are able to discuss a quotation
for a smaller function.

2012 — Wedding package price per head £82.00
2013 — Wedding package price per head £85.00
2014 — Wedding package price per head £88.00

All prices are inclusive of VAT. We reserve the right to alter
prices. Children aged 0-4 years are free of charge
and children aged 5-11 years are charged at 50% of the
adult price. Children can either have a smaller portion of
the adult menu choice or a ‘child friendly’ meal.

Your Wedding Package includes the following:-

@ Waitress served canapés with reception drink
during photographs*

©® Wedding breakfast five course menu (or BBQ!)*
@ Drinks package*

@ Evening party buffet menu*
(additional evening guests charged at £11.50 per head)

@© Provision of waiting staff under professional
supervision

© White table linen to include tablecloths and napkins
(folded beautifully), china, cutlery and glassware

® Full cash bar

(*from our suggestions on the next page)

Example costing:-

based on a Saturday wedding in summer 2012 with
50 guests during the day and an additional 50
guests joining you in the evening

Site Hire Fee: £999.00

Wedding Package: £4,100.00 (50 @ £82.00 per person)
Additional

Evening guests : £575.00 (50 @ £11.50 per person)
Total Cost : £5,674.00



gour wedding package choiees

We are happy to offer a choice of arrangements for your wedding day breakfast. The first
option is that you pick just one choice from each course of your wedding breakfast which we
will prepare and serve to all your guests on your wedding day (obviously taking into account
any guests' dietary requirements). The second option is that you offer 2-3 choices from each
course to your guests (including a vegetarian option) and ask that they let you know at least six
weeks before your wedding date which choice they want so that you can come to the final wed-
ding meeting (which takes place five weeks before your wedding date) with the guest numbers

for each dish.
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White Onion and Stilton Soup (v) - (or alternative soup of
your choice)

A Parfait of Chicken Liver and Pistachio Nuts served with a
red pepper relish and rustic bread

Deep Fried Goats Cheese served on a bed of mixed leaves
with a caramelised onion chutney (v)

Smoked Salmon Parcel stuffed with cream cheese and
chives served with a lemon salad

Tomato, Avocado and Mozzarella Salad dressed with torn
fresh basil, balsamic vinegar and virgin olive oil (v)
Kentish Field Mushrooms sautéed in garlic and parsley
butter and finished in cream served with french bread (v)
Assiette of Prawns dressed in a Marie-Rose sauce and
served with crusty bread

Classic Chicken Ceaser Salad with parmesan, cracked black
pepper, olives and anchovies

Ardennes Pate with mushrooms served with a rocket
garnish and caramelised onion chutney served with

rustic bread

Baked smoked salmon with dill and creme fraiche

Melon, Prosciutto and Mozzarella brochette with basil oil
dressing
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Refreshing Lemon Sorbet with a hint of mint
Raspberry Sorbet drizzled with Champagne
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Mustard Glazed Sirloin of Beef served with yorkshire
pudding and horseradish

Herb Crusted Salmon Fillet with St. Clements cream sauce
Escalope of Pork with peppercorn and cognac jus
Individual Steak, Portabello Mushroom and Spitfire Ale Pie
with golden puff pastry lid

Breast of Chicken stuffed with asparagus wrapped in Italian
cured ham, oven baked and served with a pink champagne
sauce

Local sourced Sausages served on a mountain of cheese and
chive mash with red onion gravy topped with crispy leeks
Hunters Chicken (braised chicken with bacon, mushrooms
and baby onions finished in a BBQ sauce)

Roast Loin of Pork served with Kentish Cider sauce and
crackling

Baked and Stuffed Papaya with spiced fine ratatouille
glazed with cheese (v)

Asparagus and Parmesan Tart with a basil and lemon
dressing (v)

Mushroom and Spinach Wellington with a red wine jus (v)

All served with your choice of potatoes and Chef’s vegetable
selection
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Kentish Apple Pie served with cream
Banoffi Pie dusted with dark chocolate

Fresh Fruit Vacaran with brandy flavoured whipped cream

Zesty Lemon Tart drizzled with raspberry coulis
Chocolate Fudge Cake with hot fudge sauce

Sticky Toffee Pudding with butterscotch sauce
Strawberry Mousse served in a brandy snap basket
Chocolate and Amaretto Trifle

Toblerone Fondue with shortbread, marshmallow and
seasonal fruit for dipping

Coconut and Jam Turret served with hot vanilla sauce
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Freshly Brewed Filter Coffee or Tea served
with chocolate mints
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Select from a gl/ss of the foﬁ)wmg to be waitress
served with canapés:
Rose Cava with a Fresh Strawberry
Bucks Fizz
Kir Royale
Summer Pimms
Mulled Wine (Winter)
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Half a bottle of good quality wine (choice of red,
white or rose)

Unlimited bottles of Kentish apple juice and mineral
water on each table
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A glass of sparkling Cava (champagne available as
an upgrade)

We offer a choice of evening dining arrangements, all of
which are included in the price for your daytime guests.
Any additional evening guests that you wish to cater for will

be charged at £11.50 per head.
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A selection of freshly prepared Sandwiches and
Tortilla Wraps

Duck Spring Rolls with Asian dips

Spicy Buffalo Wings with blue cheese dressing
Honey glazed local mini sausages

Potato shells loaded with blue cheese and bacon
Coconut Prawns with a red chilli dip

Sticky Chicken Skewers
Mini Yorkshire Pudding with various fillings i.e.
beef and horseradish
Vegetarian options as required

Crisps and dips

Local County Cheeses served with grapes, celery
and savoury biscuits

Classic 100% pure Beefburger Pattie served with fried
onions

Kentish Korkers sausages

Marinated Chicken Drumstick

Vegetarian Chargrilled Kebabs

Selection of bread rolls

Seasonal leaf salad

Potato and chive salad

Classic coleslaw salad

Beef tomatoes and red onion salad

Local County Cheeses served with grapes, celery
and savoury biscuits
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Bacon Butties

Kentish Korker Sausages

Floured Baps

all served with various mustards, fried onions and pickles
Local County Cheeses served with grapes, celery

and savoury biscuits

Or

Shredded Loin of Pork with apple sauce
Ciabatta Rolls

served with coleslaw and salad

Local County Cheeses served with grapes, celery
and savoury biscuits



terms and conditions

How to make a booking and what is required?

© Hopefully once you have seen our facilities, talked to our
wedding co-ordinator and are happy that Kent Life is
your choice of wedding venue, you need to check that
your chosen date is available.

@ If a date is pencilled in our diary as a provisional
booking, it will be held for 14 days without needing a
deposit. After 14 days the date will be automatically
released and re-offered.

® When you are ready to confirm your provisional
booking or required date we will need to have a letter
from you confirming the date you wish to have your
wedding reception, along with the time you prefer to
have your ceremony (if you are planning on having your
ceremony as well as your reception at Kent Life) together
with contact details for both the bride and groom. Our
wedding co-ordinator will then write to you confirming
what has been discussed and giving a suggested
itinerary for the big day. A copy of our terms and
conditions will also be sent with this letter which we will
need you to sign and return to ensure that you are happy
to accept the terms and conditions of booking.

© Two separate non refundable deposit payments will then
need to be made (upon receipt of invoice) — the first for
£500 (cheque made payable to Zest Creative Catering
Ltd) and the second for 50% of the agreed site hire fee
(cheque made payable to Continuum (Kent Life) Ltd).
Credit card payments are subject to a 2% surcharge.

© Once your deposit cheques have been received, our
wedding co-ordinator will book the wedding ceremony
with the Maidstone Registrars (if applicable) who will
contact you once they receive the booking paperwork
from us.

© The balance will then be calculated and invoiced
following the final meeting with the wedding
co-ordinator which usually takes place about 5 weeks
before your wedding day when final numbers and menu
choices have to be confirmed. Payment of the balance is
then required three weeks in advance of the wedding.
After this point no refunds can be given for any
reduction in guest numbers.

© Any extra charges i.e. additional catering etc must be
settled on the day of your wedding.
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Zest Creative Catering Ltd, The Bungalow
Gore Green Road, Higham, Rochester, Kent, ME3 7HJ

Cancellation Terms and Conditions:

@ In the event that you have to cancel your booking please
note that all deposits are non-refundable.

© If you cancel your booking within 3 weeks of your
wedding day a proportion of the wedding package value
will be payable, sufficient to cover the losses we are likely
to incur and up to 90% of total expected spend.

Is a Damage Deposit required?

© Yes, we will require £300.00 refundable damage deposit
in the form of a cheque made out to Continuum
(Kent Life) Ltd. This will be collected with the final
invoice balance.

@ In the event of damage to equipment or property, the
cost of repair or replacement shall be deducted from the
damage deposit and balance refunded. This will be in
consultation ensuring that the sums payable are both fair
and reasonable.

Other Details you should be aware of:

© Please be aware that you are booking function rooms
within a visitor attraction, which is open to the public
during the day up until around 5pm. Kent Life reserve
the right to run events and alter other facilities within its
grounds and make improvements to the venue and
facilities as deemed appropriate when necessary.

© Apart from the wedding car and elderly/disabled access
(by prior arrangement) no guest cars are permitted
on site.

© Beverages of any kind are not permitted to be brought
onto site unless this has been agreed in advance and in
writing. A corkage charge will always be made.

© Zest Creative Catering and Continuum (Kent Life) Ltd
will not accept liability for items stored or left on the

premises.

@ Evening functions finish at midnight although an
extension to this is available at an extra charge.

SIGNED ......... DEEEES ... ....... %

DATE OF FUNCTION ...................
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Thank you for everything you did to make our wedding day
so perfect. We had a really fantastic and memorable day. The
venue, food, everything was amazing. We especially liked the
little touches we hadn’t known about in advance such as the
blackboard congratulations notice and the tractor rides for
the guests! So many of our guests commented on what a
beautiful venue it was. You really took a lot of the stress out
of the planning for us so we could just relax and enjoy
ourselves. Thank you again for giving us a day we will never
forget!
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Thank you for everything you did at our wedding blessing.
Throughout your team was professional and kind and made
the day wonderful. The food was perfect and I personally
found my vegetarian choice extremely fabulous. Many of our
guests complimented the food quality and the staff,
throughout the day, were always smiling, helpful and
accommodating. When we next have a party we will not
hesitate to use your services.

Its been a month now since our big day and during this time
when we have spoken to family and friends we have been
delighted that they have all commented on how much they
enjoyed our wedding. We wanted to write to express our
deepest gratitude for making our big day better than we could
possibly have hoped. From our first meeting you and your
team at Zest you provided a very friendly, personal and
professional service which enabled us to combine the setting
and facilities of Kent Life with the personal touches we
wanted to bring to our wedding. Your experience guided us
through what you thought would work and offered
suggestions where required without ever imposing any
elements. Having considered other venues it was this
flexibility which made Kent Life the perfect choice. Once
again thanks to you and your team for your perfect assistance
before, during and after our wedding.

;(' I%/{” and (%57

Thank you so much for making our wedding reception at
Kent Life such a fantastic day. We were very impressed with
the whole service, from booking the venue, through to the big
day and would be more than happy to recommend Zest and
Kent Life as a wedding venue.
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We would like to say thank you for all the hard work you put
into making our wedding the beautiful day it was. The plan-
ning, food, timings and staff were all perfect. We couldn’t
fault a single thing. Jo you were certainly made to do this
job! We are just sad it’s all over, we want to do it again al-
ready. Don’t be surprised if you see us in a few years renew-
ing our vows!
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On behalf of Jane and Roger (and everyone else who was
there) I would like to thank you very much for the wonderful
job you did for us on the 18th September. In fact the whole
day went off with just the one hitch, when the bus got a flat
tyre, which is why guests were a bit late arriving. However,
this didn’t faze you and, as far as I am concerned, you and
your staff showed great professionalism throughout. The
meal and the service were also excellent. We have had several
comments from guests since the wedding and they have all
said what a wonderful day it was and that we had chosen a
really great venue.

Dhit Withson

Just wanted to drop you a note to say thank you for
everything you did for Sam and Arie’s big day. Everyone that
attended the wedding said what a fab time they had and they
couldn’t speak highly enough about the food (compliments
to the chef!).
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Thank you for making our wedding day so perfect! You've
been so helpful Jo and so wonderful. We were able to have
everything we could have asked for and more. You are all so
lovely and understanding and that made us so excited about
getting married at Kent Life. Thank you for putting up with
everything we asked of you. We'll have amazing memories
thanks to you all!
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Where do we start?! Thank you all so very much for all your
hard work, support and advice and countless meetings on the
build up to our wedding. The venue was amazing but
somewhat sells itself, however it was down to Jo that we
ended up choosing it. Jo, you are such a wonderful person
and truly professional. We are sure our day wouldn't have
gone so smoothly without you, especially as we had a few
strange requests! All of our family and friends had a
wonderful time, again helped by such attention to detail and
organisation from the team. As for the food .. WOW! The
food was great. Chef did a fantastic job catering for 5 guests
with a range of allergies and requirements. We wish we could
do it all again!!
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All of the images used in this brochure (excluding logos)
are copyright of Kent Life and the following fantastic
photographers:-

Lollypop Photography — www.lollypopphoto.com

Joanne Collins Photography — www.joannecollinsphotography.co.uk
David Burke Photography — www.davidburkephotography.co.uk
Yvette Craig Photography — www.yvettecraigphotography.co.uk
Ryan and Jo Photography — www.ryanandjophotography.co.uk
Visages Photography — www.visagesphotography.co.uk

You Inspire Photography — www.youinspire.co.uk

Brochure Designed & created by Jemma Rannard
www.jemmaro5@hotmail.com - 07763 635512

Local Hotels

The Village Hotel is a 4 star hotel within a 5 minute walk from Kent
Life. The hotel has 122 well furnished rooms and a health and
fitness centre and pool for guests - www.village-hotels.co.uk
The Premier Inn is a 3 star hotel within a 2 minute walk from Kent
Life and is attached to a Beefeater restaurant serving freshly

cooked chargrilled food - www.premierinn.com
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How to find us:
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Weddings at Kent Life
Lock Lane, Maidstone,
Kent, ME14 3AU
T: 01622 763936

Wedding Co-ordinator: Joanne McInnes
zestcreativecatering@googlemail.com
Direct Number: 07553 347184

www.kentlife.org.uk
www.zestcreativecatering.com





